
While We’re Together in June - 
1. During Meal Times - We will most likely 

get food and take it to the YAC or some 
other setting (parks, outdoor picnic 
areas, etc), so that we can enjoy spacing 
and fellowship together, without 
worrying about those around us. 

2. We Want You There!  
 -Grade doesn’t matter!!  
 There will be times we meet by   
 grade, and there will be times we mix 
 groups.  
 -Groups of 10 are going to be   
 intentional and lots of fun! 
3. Be flexible and spontaneous. 

While We’re Together in July - 
1. As the country opens up, so will our 

possibilities of new events. 
 -We will be mindful of all    
 regulations placed, but know   
 that we want all of us to be    
 together at some point. 
 -When we can meet in bigger   
 groups, we will plan more activities… 
 -We may not share all of the plans   
 until we know whether or not it is a   
 likely possibility. The last thing we   
 want to do is to get everyone excited 
 about events that may not happen. 
2. Be understanding, if we can’t 

conscientiously do all the things we wish 
we could. 

General Expectations - 
1. At this time and based on the current 

restrictions to 10 or less in a gathering, 
please DO NOT invite a friend without 
consulting the YM/Interns - this even 
includes GSM members who may not 
have gotten an invitation to a specific 
event/day. 

2. Respect the guidelines and requests at 
ALL times - IE - masks, hand-washing, 
social distancing, etc 

3. Bring a mask and be ready to use it. 
4. Be sensitive to the requests of the 

government. 
5. Be mindful of how you feel the day we 

have things planned. 
-If you have a fever or dry cough, 
PLEASE STAY HOME... 
-AND, if you are unable to join us on 
a particular day… we will make up for 
it later! 

On the Bus - 
1. We will be using, almost exclusively, the 

25 passenger…      
 -We will be spaced out 1 person per  
 set of 2 seats, unless next to a   
 sibling. 
2. We will expect that YMs and teens will 

wear face-masks while on the bus in 
close proximity. 

3. Each time off the bus, 1 will be 
designated as our “white blood cell” and 
spray Lysol to help contain any spread of 
potential virus.

SUMMER of 

COVID-19

In these unprecedented times… 
What will it look like? 

What do we do?
I love you all very much and can’t wait to be with you again… No matter what it looks like! -JD



OUR SUMMER GOALS  

as the  
Graymere Student Ministry 

1. To continue to grow SPIRITUALLY and in 
FELLOWSHIP


2. SPIRITUALLY - As we glorify God and 
submit to His will in our lives, we will 
greater learn the often difficult lesson of 
AUTHORITY - esp. ordained 
governmental authority during this 
frustrating time.


3. In FELLOWSHIP - We still intend to enjoy 
each other’s company and serve 
others… 


Here’s our 1st opportunity of the summer: 
Summer Food Program - 
As groups, beginning Monday, June 1st, and 
every week-day in June, we will take breakfast 
and lunch bags to the children in Creekside 
and Southern Hills. 
	 Mondays - 12th Grade

	 Tuesdays - 11th Grade

	 Wednesdays - 10th Grade

	 Thursdays - 8th/9th Grades

	 Fridays - 6th/7th Grades


[The grade you just COMPLETED.]

To our Teens and Parents (with the desire to make every effort towards God and others), 

In 2017, our Graymere Student Leadership team formed the mission statement that you see above as a part of our logo. It 
comes straight from Romans 12, where Paul challenges the individual in verses 1 and 2 to be a “living sacrifice”, “not 
conformed to the world, but to be transformed” with the express purpose of glorifying God. As he moves through the 
chapter, he challenges christians to also think about our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ and how we might lift them up 
through acts of service and love. He closes the chapter with a discussion of how we treat those who have hurt us - 
whether in the church, or outside of the church, he doesn’t make a distinction… We are to trust in the judgment and justice 
of God, while doing our part to be fair, kind, and benevolent.


At this point in our modern translations, we tend to lose interest, thinking that Paul’s dialogue is concluded, and we usually 
plan to save Romans 13 for a different day and study. BUT, Paul continues his dialogue of our treatment towards all people 
with an unexpected twist… the government (enter our groaning and disdain). At the time of his writing this letter, the 
church wasn’t experiencing an over-abundance of Roman government persecution - this would really begin in AD 64 after 
the great fire in Rome that prompted Nero’s mistreatment of Christians. However, the church would come to know 
persecution very quickly… and the principles in Paul’s letter would remain, as they do to this day.


Paul lays out for us all the reasons why Christians are to submit to governing authorities - on top of the encouragement 
already given in 12:1-2 to be different and set apart from the world, and our desire that all things be made right and safe.

Here they are: 
	 Vs. 1 - Governing authorities are “established” (NASB) by God… whether we like them or not.

	 Vs. 2 - To rebel against government is to rebel against God… whether we appreciate their laws or not.

	 Vs. 3, 4 - Governing authorities are God’s instruments of justice, peace, safety, and punishment (think back to 
	 	 	 12:17-21)… when we do right, we have no reason to fear the government.

	 Vs. 5-7 - Our conscience (guided by the Holy Spirit) requires us to live in integrity… We ought to want to do right 
	 	 	 and show others a right living.

	 Vs. 8-10 - Our motivation is love… Because we love God, we submit to His authority in every fashion. Because 	
	 	 we love others, we lead them by our example to a better life that is in Christ. 

At this very moment in our history, we are being asked to live in ways and for reasons that we don’t like or may not agree 
with… but we serve God! 

Because we serve God, we will approach our summer as GSM with the utmost intentions to glorify Him in every way 
- including our obedience to the requests of our government and our example to non-believers of what a gracious attitude 
and concern for others ought to look like. We do not expect that this will be easy… as we are growing increasingly weary 
of the situation. We do, however, want this to be an involved effort on everyone’s behalf to show others that all opinions 
and thoughts are respected - esp. those of our church and youth group. We don’t want anyone to feel left out, because we 
are unwilling to take precautions. Therefore… We ask you to read the back and regard it sincerely.


